T0 THE 7 


K I N G $ 


Molt Excellenc 


Majeſtie. 


THE HVMBLE RE. 
MONSTRANCE AND RE. 


NEWED PETITION OE 
the Commilsioners of the Gene- 
rall Aſſembly of the K:rkt of Scot- 


land, from their meeting at E4diz. 
burgh, the ſecond day of 


June, 1643. 


OT rr res ARE: 


SO. 
IG» 
W 
EDINBURGH, > 
Printed By RoBERT BRYSON. 1643. | 


c— TH L2333360 503288440400 036645556 Þ. 


"0 


U K 
AP 


_ TotheKings moſt excellent Majeſtie. 


T he. humble Remonſtrance and renewed Peti- 
tion of the Commfioners of the Generall 
Aſſembly of the Kirke of Scotland, from their 
meeting at Edinburgh the ſecond day of: 
June. 16 43. 


JS the manifold and preſſing necefſitieof thedutie of our | 
24 place and truſt, did conſtrain us, in theſe diſtemperedand 
v dangerous times,111 moſt humble manner, To dire our 
Sg carneſt ſuplication to your Majeſtie, for ſuch remedies as 
we conceive to be moſt fit for us to propone, And: being } 
applyed by your Majeſties own hand, might both for cure and pre= * 
vention Prove moſt effectuall : Soare we enforced by the fame ne- , 
ceffitie growing daily to the greateſt extremity , In all humilitte and * 
earneſtnciſe, To rererv not only our prayers to God,but our Petitions | 
to vour Majeſtic. For Srous ſake ca we 700 huld our peace, and for Je 
 ruſulems ſake we will 20t reſt, untill the righteouſneſſe thereof goforth as 
Er johtueſſe, and the ſalvation thereof as a lamp that barneth, But be- 
cauſe in your Mjeſties anſiver to our former Petition we meer with | 
a multitude of prejudices and exceprions 2g1inſt us and our humble 
deſires, we will crave leave, firft to removetheſe out ofthe way : Ac- 
know!edging the full exprefton'of them by your Majeſtie tobe no 
ſmall favour, and being confident, after we have exprefled our ſelves * 
inthe trurh and inregritie of our hearts, bothto give unto and to re- 
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(2) 
ceive fromyour Majeſtes Juſtice and goodneſſe the greater fatiſ- 
fation. | 

| . Andfirſt, although there be good reaſon for printing of Anſivers 
* andReplies,the Petition being before printed, yer we acknowledge 
that your Majeſtic hath juſt cauſe to finde fault with that publiſhing 
of our Retition in print ( which 15 mentioned in the introduction to 
your Majeſties anſwer ) And if it had been done by our command- 
menrt,counſell or knowledge, we had not onely given yaur Majeſtic 
juſt provocation, and fallen in an crrour contrary to the nature of a 
Petition, and to the right diſpoſition of Petitioners, but alſo had uſed 
means contrary to our own ends,tn publiſhing a programe of our dit- 
fidetice of obtaining our deſires, or in giving a publike teftimonie thar 
we were aiming at ſomcother thing then what we profefled to ſeck, 
Andtherefore weare ſo far from excuſing that form of doing, that 
we judge our ſelves to be wronged thereby. 

Another fault much more intollerable is objected againſt us : The 
bitterneſſe and ſharpaeſſ e of ſome expreſſions which may te mterpreted ty 
y0u7 ajeſties wel affetied Subjefas not to be ſo agreeable to that regard and 
reverence which is due to your Maijeſties perſon, and the matter it ſelr to 
be reprochfull to the hozour and conſtitution of that your Majell ies King- 
dome. Whether the matter of the Petition be reproachfull ſhall at- 
terwards 1n the particulars appear: But for the expreiions we have ex- 

 amined the whole Petition and can finde no word of that kinde. We 
rather did fear the cenſure of faunirg and flattering words, which 
your Majeſtie may remember were ſometime put upon our ſuppli- 
cations. Ourdeſirewas to keep within the bounds of that liberty 
which heſcemeth the Miniſters of Chrift,and if any word have efcap- 
 edus which we cannot ſee, it was contrary to our intention : for we 
know that we ſhould neither ſpeak evill of dignitie nor unreverently | 
unto them. Thelikereport hath bcen made to your Majeſtic of our 
preaching 3nd prayers, but when thedelatorg are tryec, they will be 
found either malicious againſt ns for reproving their faults ; Or ha- 
ving no other way of inſinuation, roo officious to your Majeſtie,or to 
others whom they defire to pleaſe, or ſo blinded with felf-love, that 
they think Preachers ſhould ſpeak like Paraſites; or fo undif- 
cerning , that when we proteſſe our deſire to rhe Reformation of Re- 
| ligion in Exglazd and 1reland, we are fanſicd by them to preach or _ 
pray againſtthe King and his Royall authoriry. .VWe fear God, andig, 
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(3) — 
honour the King, And have learned not onely to put a difference be- _ 
twixt God and the King, but aiſo (2gainſt rhe old ſophiſticacion now. _ 
revived) betw1st the pictures of the Emperour, and the images of the 
falfe gods, craftily infert into them, and kr.ow the way ho v to honour 
the King without ſuch a mixture and confulion. Slowneſſe to beleeve 
alt ev1ll report, and the conftructing of things doubtfull is one of your 
Majefties Royall praifes, of which the faithfull Miniſters of rhis Kirk 
deſire, againſt flanders and fuſpitions to have the experience : which 
will prove profitable for your Majeftics honour and obedience, and 
our peace and quietnefle. As the Novth-wiad driveth awayrain : S9 
doth an angry countenance a back-bitino tongue, Righteom lips are the © 
delioht of Kings : and they love him that ſpeaketh right, 
Concerning the interpoſings of the Genera!l Aﬀembly of the Kirk 

of Scotland, and our intermedling by commiſſion from them in the 
Kirk of England, Wehumbly intreat your Majeſty, to conſider of | 
the reaſons of this our doing. 1. Although the Kirks ofone Nation. | 
be diſtart 1n place from the Kirks of another Nation,yet are they unt- 
ted inthe heart and ſpirit, andare generally but one body and Kirkg 
and muſt 2s Siſters of one Mother keepe rhe unity of the ſpirit inthe 
bond of peace : whence ariſeth the communion of all Gods graces 
and bleſſings amongſt the Kirks, that they may not only help,comfort 
and refreſh : but adviſe, admonifh, exhorr, warne and reprove one an- 
other, ſo farre as need requireth, and their Chriſtian love and ability 
 reacheth. Yer avoiding both ambition and confuſion : there being a.. 
co-ordination between Kirks of diverſe Nations, but no ſubordinati- ; 
on : We have nor preſumed to paſſe the limits of this Chriſtian com-* 
munion : having proceeded by way of charity, and in a 172/terzall, or | 
| rather brotherly manner, not by authoriry or magiſt: rally : by way of | 
| humble ſupplicarion to your Majeſty, Declaration to the Houſe of- 
Parliament, and advice and exhortation to ſuch of our brethren ofthe 

- Miniſtery as were beſt known untous : very far from uſurpation or. : 
juriſdiftion. 2. Our humble Petition to your Majeſty, and our De- | 
claration to the Parliament, were nothing elſe, but a proſecution of. 
rhe demand madeby the Commiſſioners of this Kingdom, anda prel- | 
ſing of the Anſwer given by your Majefty and the Parliament, 1nthe- 
laſt Treaty; which filled us with hope of what was then demanded, | 
 fince followed by diverſe Declarations,and now again deſired. 3. The | 
rience of the ſufferings of this Kirk from the doQtrine, forme of, 
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worſhip and government of the Kirk of Ezg/474, doth beget ferres of 


thelike hereafrer, which maketh our petition to be unto us a neceſſary 
meane of ſelfe-preſervation. 4. Our encouragements from your 
Majeſties Letter to the general! Aſſembly, and the Declaration of 
the Houſe of Parliament, deficing them to concurre in petitioning 
your Majeſty for ſetling one confeſſion of Faith, one directory of the 
publike worſhip, and one Catechiſme in all therhree Kingdomes, as 
a meare to advance the honour and ſervice of God, enlarge the greatneſſe, 
power, and glory of the King, confirme the peace, ſecurity, and proſperitie 
of” all his good Subjefts, make way tothe jeliefe and deliverance of the poor 
| afflited Kirks abroad, aid to the totall aboliſhing of the uſurpation and 
 Tyannze of Rome, 5. The paterne wehave of this Chriſtian dury borh 
by word and writing in the Kirk at Jersſalem,and the Kirk at Aztzorh, 
| which was firſt Crowned with the name of Chriſtians, The one of 
which were Fewes, and the other Geztzles; And in diverſe other Kirks 
| recorded in Scripture, many Precedents alſo in antiquity before rhe 
- Kirks did contend for primacie, or knew any prehemrnence ore Over 
| another. Many examples of other reformed Kirks; And the praiſe 
| of the Kirk of Scotland diverſe times after the Reformation writing 
| 1nto Er-glazd againſt the ceremonies, and for ut1on againlt the Papiſts 
| and their confederats banded together by the bloudy league of Trezt, 
| Theſe and the like reaſons we conceive did ſufficiently authorize us in 
- all that we have done, not as Dire&ors or Judges, but as ſupplicants 
| and humble adviſers. 1# that day [hall there be an high way out of Egypt 
| zato Aﬀſyria (from one Kirk and Nation of the Geztzles to another ) 
And the Egyprians ſhall ſerve with the Aſſyrians, whom the Lord of 
Hoſtes ſhall teſſe. | 
| Upon this and the like grounds, have letters been ſent profeſſedly, 
| berween ſome godly, lovall and peaceable Miniſters of the Kirk of 
Englant, 3nd the Generall Aſſembly here, and rheir Commiſſioners ? 
| One of themeanes intended for the good of Religion in both King- 
- doms a&ainft Sets and Shiſmes, admirted andapproven by your Ma- 
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the Reformed Kirks toa pertet conformity, to ſuppreſſe all the He-" *! 
gelic, Superſtirion and Tyranny of Papiſts, and rhe 
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Turkes and infidels, and would _ doubt of your Majeſties Royall 
approbation notwithſtanding all the Lawes ſtanding to the contrary, 
and plea's could be made for their antiquiry, happineſfſe and ſtability; 
Common arguments and colours pretended for every Religion, and 
of late anſwered to the full inthe point of Epiſcopall government, 
from the verity of Scripture which 15 true antiquity, and the onely 
ſolide ground of the happinefle and Rabilitie of Religion and govern- 
ment of the Kirk. has 
The Petittoners were far from laying upon your Majeſtic any 1m- 
putation ofthe Iriſh Rebellion beſceching God to mainiteſt your - 
Sacred Majeſtics innocencie to all the world. They made mention 
of the miſeries of 7relazd, for no other end, but to repreſent the dan- 
ger of your Majeſties Kingdoms through the prevailing power of rhe 
Popiſh fa&ion ; The Britiſh Papiſts at this time being animated by 
the ſame ſpirit, working upon the ſame principles , enraged with rhe 
ſame furies, breathing out the ſame threatnings and (laughter, aiming 
at the ſame ends, and emboldened with the ſame preſumption, with 
the Papiſts of 1relazd, their confederates. And withall to preſent 
our earneſt deſires for a pacification , that both the armies may be 
{ent againſt that horride rebellion,and peace reſtored to all your Ma- 
jeſties Dominions. : 
The exprefsion in our Petition of Unitie inReligion,we have bor- 
rowed from the Article in the Treatte accorded unto by your Maje- 
| {tie ; from the Declarations of the Parliament, and from the Gene- 
rall Aſſembly: By which is meaned no other thing but one Confefſion 
of Faith one common direQorie for worſhip. andone Gatechiſme. 
The Papifts may know that the true Kirk in all ages, hath been trou- 
bled with differences and content ions,a5 grear as atly now, againit the 
Reformed Kirks,which many of the godly have lamented 8& ſtudied to 
' compoſe, and( as it was written of ſome heretikes of old ) They them- 
|- ſelves ſacrifice 1n ſchiſme and diſſention, aud greet the world with the 
| of, zameof peace, whom they drive from ithe peace of ther ſaluatign, They 
” © rhereforecannot hence authrize their ſcandal againſt the remformat1- 
- on: yet the ſmalleſt differences of praRiſe and diverfitie of the expreſ- 
ſions, are matter of ſtrife to the contentious, of hinderance of edific 2- 
tion to the ignorant, of tumbling to the weak , and of grief to the 
zodly, when thereby they ſee againſt religious Unit: 
oy hs th =f JVY lsoftheKirk ren 1undgaer; "PE RNC 
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vided in ſome parts of the worſhip of God : All which evill, might be 
perfectly cured 1n all your Majeſties dominions, the mouthes of Pa- 
piſts ſtopped, Schiſme and Separation hereafrer prevented, and the 
face of the Kirk filled with true beauty and ſplendor,toyour Majeſties | 
greater glory, and the greater terrour of all your enemies;by this ble(- 
{ed and never enough defired Unity in Religon': Without whizh ten- 
der conſciences being freed from conſtraint may be in ſome*depree 
eaſed by your Majeſtie, but ſhall never have reſt,and be fatidfted; nor - 
ſhall the rent of the Kirk ariſing from different or contrary practiſes 
be cured, but ſhall from time to time increaſe. | 
Concerning umformity in Kirk government, our hopes thereof 
andof the unity of Religion grounded upon the the Article of the 

Treatie, made this Kirk and Kingdom to enter into the more ſtrict 

amity and friendſhip with Ermglazd. And that the amirie and friend- 

ſhip builded upon ſuch a foundation might be the more firme and du- 

_ rable, they have ſince preſſed the ſameby their Petitions and De- 
clarations, in all humilitie and love,without any birterneſſe ofexpreſ- 
ſion : Onely they have dechred the government of the Kirk by Af- 
ſemblies 19 their ſtrong and beautifull order,and ſubordination to be 

by Divineright, andthatas Prelacie is confeſſed in this your Maje- 
ſties Anſwer tobe therule of humane polictc;lo tobe almoſt univer- 

 fally acknowledged by the Prelatesthemſelves, and their adherents 

» tobe but ahumane' inſtitution, intodaced by humane reaſon tnd 

* ſetled by humane Law and Cuſtome , for ſuppoſed convenien- 

'. cie ; which therefore by humane authoritie , without wrong- 

ing any mans conſcience , may be altered and aboliſhed vp» 
on ſo great aneceſlity, as is, a hearty conjun&ion of all the refor1- 
ed Kirks, a firm and well grounded peace,betweenthe two Kingdoms. 

_ formerly divided in themſelves and berwixt rhemſelvesby rhis-part i 
rion wall,and a perfe&t Union of the two Kirks in the two Natio!:s , 
which alchough by the providence of God inone Iſl and,and.undet 010 

-  Monarch,yer ever ſince the Reformation, have been ar greater ditic- 

rence inthe point of Kirk government ( which 1n all, places hath a 

powerfull influence upon all the parts of Religon ) then any otherre- j 

formed Kitks, although in Nations at greateſt diſtance,/and under di- 

- vers Princes: Papacie 15 thegreateſt cauſeof ſchiſme in the Chriſti- / 

an Kirk, af 
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